Oldham County Conservation District

Resource List

Books – Available for Loan
	Title and Author
	Description

	Aldo Leopold Education Project

Grades 6-12
	Lessons in a Land Ethic Kit.  Curriculum designed to instill a land ethic among tomorrow’s stewards.  Lesson plans can be used along with video and class set (19 copies) of A Sand County Almanac written by Aldo Leopold.

(If more copies of the book are needed, we will be happy to provide you with additional copies.)
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	Starting Life Frog Book

This hardcover book does a superb job of presenting the life cycle of a frog. It is both scientifically accurate and beautifully illustrated. Watch the die-cut pages literally grow as a tadpole hatches from a tiny egg and ultimately becomes an adult frog.

Hardback, 24 pp. ages 5-8
From Nature Watch
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	Starting Life Butterfly Book
This hardcover book does a super job of presenting the Butterfly life cycle to young readers. Watch the die-cut pages grow (literally!) as the wriggling caterpillar hatches from a tiny egg before becoming a chrysalis. Then see the amazing first flight of the full-grown butterfly. The best combination of scientific detail and artistic beauty we've seen.

Hardback, 24 pp. ages 5-8
From Nature Watch
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	Starting Life Tree Book

Watch the pages literally grow as readers discover the amazing life cycle of a tree. From a tiny seed to a sapling, pollination and blossoms, these beautifully articulated, die-cut pages actually “grow” along with the tree. A great combination of scientific detail and child-friendly illustration.

Hardback, 24 pp. ages 5-8
From Nature Watch

	[image: image4.jpg]



	Winter EcoJournal

Inspire children to discover the world of nature in their own backyards and schoolyards as they complete these great EcoJournals. Each book includes over 50 reproducible pages and presents loads of season-specific hands-on nature activities. Exquisitely illustrated, you'll want an EcoJournal for each season.

Softback, each 56 pp. ages 8 & up
From Nature Watch
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	Spring EcoJournal

Inspire children to discover the world of nature in their own backyards and schoolyards as they complete these great EcoJournals. Each book includes over 50 reproducible pages and presents loads of season-specific hands-on nature activities. Exquisitely illustrated, you'll want an EcoJournal for each season.

Softback, each 56 pp. ages 8 & up
From Nature Watch
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	Summer EcoJournal

Inspire children to discover the world of nature in their own backyards and schoolyards as they complete these great EcoJournals. Each book includes over 50 reproducible pages and presents loads of season-specific hands-on nature activities. Exquisitely illustrated, you'll want an EcoJournal for each season.

Softback, each 56 pp. ages 8 & up
From Nature Watch
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	Fall EcoJournal

Inspire children to discover the world of nature in their own backyards and schoolyards as they complete these great EcoJournals. Each book includes over 50 reproducible pages and presents loads of season-specific hands-on nature activities. Exquisitely illustrated, you'll want an EcoJournal for each season.

Softback, each 56 pp. ages 8 & up
From Nature Watch
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	Geology: The Active Earth
Developed by the National Wildlife Federation, Naturescope is a creative, activities-centered education series dedicated to inspiring an understanding and appreciation of the natural world while developing the skills to make responsible decisions about the environment. Complete guides themed to specific topics. Each guide features:

- Reproducible "Copycat Pages" with games, puzzles, pictures to color, and more
- Ready-to-use activities, including arts and crafts and creative writing
- Also includes science experiments, songs, games and curriculum extension ideas
- Complete easy-to-find materials lists and step-by-step instructions
- Essays and case studies from leading scientists for group discussion
- Glossaries and bibliographies

One of the very best series available for interactive hands-on curriculum!  Activities for ages 4 and up.

	America’s Eating Habits by the US Dept. of Agriculture
	Takes a look at the changes and consequences in America’s eating habits.

	Backyard Composting 
	An easy step-by-step guide to successful composting.

	
	

	Bats of the United States
	Large color photos identify 43 species of bats.  The bat is a highly misunderstood creature that is highly beneficial.

	Conservation Plants
	A pocket ID guide published by the USDA-NRCS.  Trees are identified and shown in color photographs.

	Ecology Book
	Packed with practical and lively activities this book will increase the reader’s knowledge of ecology as well as help to improve the environment.  Ages 8 and up. - - 48 pages

	50 Simple Things You Can Do To Save The Earth
	Projects and ideas to save the environment.

	Pond and Brook by Michael Caduto
	A guide to nature in freshwater environments for the amateur naturalist.  A hands-on project and activities guide.

	Rocks and Fossils
	This book explains what the earth is made of and describes the forces that are constantly changing it.  It explains how to find and identify many of the most common rocks, minerals and fossils and practical experiments that can be done without special equipment.  Ages 10 and up - - 32 pages

	Sharing Nature with Children by Joseph Cornell
	A nature awareness guidebook for educators and parents, written with sensitivity and with emphasis on stimulating and enlightening experiences with nature for children.  Suggestions on how to choose the right game for the time and place and activities that are wholesome, non-competitive and imaginative are included.

	Sharing Nature with Children II by Joseph Cornell
	A user-friendly sequel to Sharing Nature with Children, this book is a treasure of new games and activities for both adults and children which Cornell has drawn from years of giving workshops and programs all over the world.
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	Trees, Leaves and Bark Take Along Guide

Turn a walk into a learning adventure! These guides contain interesting facts and information as well as beautiful illustrations. Designed to take into the field for reference, each guide has space for note taking and drawing. Once back from exploration, these books also contain terrific kid-friendly activities to reinforce learning.

Softback, each 47 pp. ages 6-11
From Nature Watch

	Trees and Shrubs of Kentucky by Mary Wharton and Roger Barbour
	An easy to use guide to aid in the identification of Kentucky trees and shrubs.  This book explains the species role in nature and relationship with the environment.
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	Wildflowers, Blooms and Blossoms Take Along Guide

Turn a walk into a learning adventure! These guides contain interesting facts and information as well as beautiful illustrations. Designed to take into the field for reference, each guide has space for note taking and drawing. Once back from exploration, these books also contain terrific kid-friendly activities to reinforce learning.

Softback, each 47 pp. ages 6-11
From Nature Watch

	Weeds of Kentucky and Adjacent States by Patricia Haragan
	A beautifully illustrated guide to the identification of 160 weeds commonly found along roadsides and in crops, pastures and turf.  Ecological, geographical and ethnobotanical information is provided with each species description.

	Wild Neighbors by The Humane Society of the US
	A humane approach to living with wildlife, this book looks at ways wildlife have adapted to loss of habitat and ways we can help.

	Wildflowers and Ferns of Kentucky by Thomas Barnes and S. Wilson Francis
	Featuring more than 500 full-color photographs, this non-technical guide identifies the most common species of wildflowers and ferns in Kentucky.
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	Creek Stompin and Getting into Nature

Do trees bark? Does the earth rock & roll? Have you ever made a "mud pie" fossil or an earth apple? 50+ engaging environmental activities teach team building, communication skills, problem solving and other positive outcomes. 
Each activity includes adaptations and add-ons for a variety of age groups and participants. A must for the outdoor educator who fosters youth development.
From Nature Watch
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	The Nature Specialist

This comprehensive, incredibly valuable resource book is filled with fully explained easy, fun, hands-on activities. Topics in all areas of nature and science. Includes activity guide chart and references.

Ideas for all ages.

From Nature Watch
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	Insectigations

From butterflies and beetles to crickets and katydids, these experiments, art projects, and games will bring out the entomologist in every child.

Activities include: making an insect amplifier, using math to measure bug strength, gardening to attract butterflies and making a unique insect board game to help kids learn fascinating bug facts while they play.

Paperback, 144 pp. ages 7-10
From Nature Watch
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	Naturalist Intelligence Science in the School Yard

Observing, collecting, predicting, analyzing, communicating:   invaluable process skills are developed in the outstanding lesson plans that are included in this book.

Reproducible data sheets, detailed instructions, and field-tested activities make this perfect for the schoolyard...and beyond!
Softback, 124 pp. ages 6-12
From Nature Watch
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	Nature Oriented Activities

This incredible resource book enables outdoor educators to teach students through participation in crafts, games, and adventure activities that illustrate key concepts in nature study.

You’ll never run out of ideas for hands-on learning!

Paperback, 384 pp.
From Nature Watch
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	Young Discoverers Garbage and Recycling

The books in this highly visual, activity-based series start off with basic information and gradually introduce step-by-step experiments and other activities. A wonderful introduction to the environment.

In Garbage and! Recycling, kids will learn how to sort rubbish for recycling, collect animal decomposers, build their own compost heap and more.

Softback, each 32 pp. ages 6-9
From Nature Watch
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	Young Discoverers Pollution and Waste

The books in this highly visual, activity-based series start off with basic information and gradually introduce step-by-step experiments and other activities. A wonderful introduction to the environment.

Pollution and Waste will have kids testing for air pollution and discovering how to watch global warming at work.

Softback, each 32 pp. ages 6-9
From Nature Watch
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	Young Discoverers Nature in Danger

The books in this highly visual, activity-based series start off with basic information and gradually introduce step-by-step experiments and other activities. A wonderful introduction to the environment.
Nature in Danger teaches kids to watch a food chain in action, test for water pollution and make a highway mobile.

Softback, each 32 pp. ages 6-9
From Nature Watch
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	The Living Planet: Discover and Learn

The Living Planet provides an all-around introduction to life science, coaxing kids to explore plants, insects, and animals. This wonderful series offer a practical, hands-on approach to helping children explore, learn and understand the world around them.

Each book is filled with ideas and rich illustrations that support activities to instruct and inspire young nature lovers. It's all fun and hugely educational for kids 6-9 years of age.

From Nature Watch
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	Plant: Eyewitness Book

Vivid photography on every page and clear, concise writing make these books the perfect choice for elementary and middle school age learners. Whether you need information on a particular subject or want to add the whole set to your library, your students will be engaged as they are enlightened.
Be an eyewitness to the fascinating world of plants – from desert survival to turning sunlight into energy. See how a flower attracts insects. Find out how plants defend themselves. Discover why some plants feed on insects. And much more!  **Use with the Plant:  Eyewitness Video (See below)
Hardback, each 72 pp.
From Nature Watch
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	Rocks & Minerals: Eyewitness Book

Our customers have loved the Eyewitness video set for years and now the re-release of these totally revised hardcover books won’t disappoint. Vivid photography on every page and clear, concise writing make these books the perfect choice for elementary and middle school age learners. Whether you need information on a particular subject or want to add the whole set to your library, your students will be engaged as they are enlightened.

Be an eyewitness to the magnificent wealth of rocks and minerals hidden beneath our feet -- how they are created and their many uses in everyday life. See how the first paints were made from crushed rocks. Find out all about rocks from outer space. Discover what the Earth is made of and how its rocks were formed. And much more!

Hardback, each 72 pp.
From Nature Watch


Video/DVD – Available for Loan
	Title
	Description

	Burning Issues

Middle to High School
	This interactive multimedia CD program which includes simulated exercises , downloadable educator’s guide and a student workbook will help middle and high school students learn about the role of fire in ecosystems and wildland fire management practices.  Users must make decisions about managing wildland fires, decide when to allow fire to play its natural role in an ecosystem and when and how to protect life.
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	Butterflies Eyewitness Video

Winner of the Parents' Choice Award, the incredible Eyewitness Video Series enables you to see the world as never before. Based on the revolutionary book series, Eyewitness Video is the ultimate guide to natural history. State of the art special effects and stunning graphics bring the natural world to life. Edited from the award winning PBS series, these videos have found a way to reveal the essence of nature in 30-minute chunks. We are offering numerous titles, which are sure to fit into any educational platform.

From Nature Watch

	Census of Agriculture-1997
High School – Adults
	The census of agriculture is conducted every 5 years and is a major source of facts about the structure and activities of the United States’ production agriculture at the National, State, and county level.  The census provides data on the number of farms, land in farms, land use, irrigation, crops, livestock, poultry, value of farm products sold, hired farm labor, production expenses, and operator characteristics on this 3-CD set.

	Clean Water, Clear Choices

14 Minutes
Middle to High School
	A look at non-point source pollution and clean-up efforts on Washington’s Anacostia River and Delaware’s Indian River.Bay.

	[image: image23.jpg]



	Environmental Series Video Set (6 tapes)

This video series provides an easy to understand, global view of our planet's most urgent ecological and environmental issues.

Written and designed to fulfill educational standards for life and earth sciences, each program combines full-motion video, graphic animation and a complete teacher's guide for an enriching classroom experience.
6 – twenty minute videos include: Vanishing Forests, Recycling, Alternative Energies, Biomes, Greenhouse Effect and Acid Rain. 
The videos are designed for grades 6 and up, but our 4th graders really liked watching them!

From Nature Watch


	Every Time It Rains

15 Minutes

Middle to High School
	Takes a look at water quality issues in Kentucky’s major watersheds.  Provides good, descriptive narrations of the water cycle and how water moves into groundwater.
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	Forest Family Forever Video

Exploring the rain forest has never been so much fun! (Or so informative!) Be sure to also check out our Rainforest Ramble Activity kit and our Rainforests Activity Guide (follow the links below).

Forest Family Forever tells the story of a thousand year old grandfather tree who shares his knowledge of rain forests with his sapling grandson. Stunning nature footage and 3D computer animation is used to encourage young learners to become involved in saving the world's endangered rain forests.

This 14-minute video is excellent for grades K – 3.                       NSTA Recommended!
From Nature Watch

	From Gray to Green
11 Minutes
High School – Adults
	A technical video that highlights the value of trees to urban communities.  Good case studies on why to plant trees in the urban environment.

	Helping People Understand Soils

High School-Adult
	This CD takes an in-depth look at soils.  Great in conjunction with the NRCS (soils.usda.gov) educators’ website.
Helping People Understand Soils - Tools for Educators. Version 3.0. The CD was developed for K-12 educators and includes lesson plans, soil orders, fundamental concepts, soil classifications, etc. (April 2005)



	Into Our Streams

20 Minutes

Middle to High School
	This video looks primarily at our mining industry’s contribution to non-point source pollution.

	Just a Drop in the Ocean
14 Minutes
Grades 2-5
	Basic lessons about water conservation with music and simple animation.  This video tells how each person can assist in protecting our water supplies.

	Large Trees for Kentucky Landscapes

Middle School – Adult
	Enjoy over 500 color images while learning about the botanical, cultural, and landscape attributes of over 70 tree species on this CD.  The trees are arranged according to genera and include a detailed fact sheet that can be printed for each tree species.
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	Plants Eyewitness Video

Winner of the Parents' Choice Award, the incredible Eyewitness Video Series enables you to see the world as never before. Based on the revolutionary book series, Eyewitness Video is the ultimate guide to natural history. State of the art special effects and stunning graphics bring the natural world to life. Edited from the award winning PBS series, these videos have found a way to reveal the essence of nature in 30-minute chunks. We are offering numerous titles, which are sure to fit into any educational platform.

From Nature Watch

	[image: image26.jpg]172]
w2
=
Z
=
oo
=3
&
P
23]
A





	Ponds and Rivers Eyewitness Video

Winner of the Parents' Choice Award, the incredible Eyewitness Video Series enables you to see the world as never before. Based on the revolutionary book series, Eyewitness Video is the ultimate guide to natural history. State of the art special effects and stunning graphics bring the natural world to life. Edited from the award winning PBS series, these videos have found a way to reveal the essence of nature in 30-minute chunks. We are offering numerous titles, which are sure to fit into any educational platform.

From Nature Watch
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	Rocks and Minerals Eyewitness Video

Winner of the Parents' Choice Award, the incredible Eyewitness Video Series enables you to see the world as never before. Based on the revolutionary book series, Eyewitness Video is the ultimate guide to natural history. State of the art special effects and stunning graphics bring the natural world to life. Edited from the award winning PBS series, these videos have found a way to reveal the essence of nature in 30-minute chunks. We are offering numerous titles, which are sure to fit into any educational platform.

From Nature Watch

	Small & Medium Trees for Kentucky Landscapes
	Enjoy over 700 color images while learning about the botanical, cultural, and landscape attributes of over 100 tree species on this CD.  The trees are arranged according to genera and include a detailed fact sheet that can be printed for each tree species.

	The Man Who Planted Trees

30 Minutes

All Audiences
	This animated inspirational film is an excellent story with a strong message of living in harmony with nature and the value of true land stewardship.

	Trees
35 Minutes

All Audiences
	TREE, narrated by Martin Sheen, roots out the most amazing facts about these silent sentinels of our hectic planet.  Although they stand vulnerable to every attack from forest fire to fungus, they remain invincible.  Whether tiny bonsai or giant sequoia, trees enrich every corner of our world.

	Trees Are Treasure
13 Minutes         Grades 5-8
	Growth in many cities requires the removal of trees.  This video takes a look at how the communities in Prince George’s County, MD; Austin, TX; and Fairfax County, VA are working to sustain their community forests.


Posters – Free Unless Otherwise Noted
	Name and Size
	Description
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	Autumn Leaf Poster

This spectacular laminated poster features incredibly life-like illustrations of autumn leaves from 34 of the most popular North American trees.

A description of each leaf is included.

22" x 28".



	Butterfly Life Cycle Chart**

17 X 22
	Illustrates and explains the 4 steps in the development from larva to adult.

	Clouds**
17 X 22
	Illustrates and identifies basic cloud formations.

	Forest Habitat Chart**
17 X 22
	Full color chart explores and explains a wetland habitat in easy-to-understand terms and accurate illustrations Identifies 25 forest inhabitants.

	Frog Life Cycle Chart**
17 X 22
	Explains the 6 step life cycle of a frog.  Worksheets on:  The difference between frogs and toads (Compare & Contrast); Sleeping In (Crossword puzzle using context clues); From polliwog to frog cut-out (Sequencing); Frog Talk (Decode 4 statements about frogs.)

	Frogs of Kentucky

17 X 24
	Twenty Kentucky frogs identified.

	Fossils and Geologic Time

23 X 15
	Shows the major divisions of geologic times (eras, periods, epochs) and examples of life sustained during that time period.

	Growth of a Tree Chart
24 X 36
	A giant wall chart depicting the inner and outer parts of a tree.  Includes microscopic views of roots and leaves and descriptions of the most important tree functions.

	Hazardous Waste:  Cleanup and Prevention
	22 X 35

	Honey Bee (Loan Only)
40 X 30
	A fantastic poster which identifies the parts of the honey bee; diagrams the development of brood from egg to adult. and shows the difference between the queen bee, the worker bee and a drone bee.

	How Do We Treat Our Wastewater?
	22 X 35

	How Seeds Grow**
17 X 22
	Looks at how different seeds grow and the life cycle of a seed

	How Seeds Travel**
17 X 22
	Looks at how seeds can travel so far from their host plant.  Also, What’s inside a seed; How do seeds grow into plants.

	Insect Chart**
17 X 22
	Takes a closer look at 10 common insects.

	Minerals
21 X 33
	A large color poster which identifies 36 minerals.

	How Plants Make Food**
17 X 22
	Explains the process of photosynthesis in easy terms.

	Rock and Minerals**
17 X 22
	Identifies 25 different rocks and minerals.  Worksheets include: How Rocks are Formed; Be a Rock Hound (Make a cut-out rock collection in the classroom.); Rock Hunt Word Search; Minerals (Students must delete a word to make the statement correct.)

	The Water Cycle – Nature’s Recycling System     22 X 33
	Includes class participation activities on Evaporation, the Comparison of Family Water Uses, and Snow Density; Class Discussion on Water-the Resource; and Class Demonstrations on The Water Cycle and on Percolation.  GREAT!
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	Understanding Trees 4 Poster Set

This amazing set of 4 posters brings trees to life in any classroom, camp or nature center. The 24" x 17" posters feature brilliant images of tree parts, types, growth and development, and explain why trees are critical to the environment. Also includes reproducible activity pages. This is an incredible value that has huge visual appeal.

From Nature Watch

	Water Cycle Chart
17 X 22
	Takes a look at the water cycle by showing how evaporation, condensation and precipitation occur.

	Wetland Habitat Chart**
17 X 22
	Full color chart explores and explains a wetland habitat in easy-to-understand terms and accurate illustrations.  Identifies 28 wetland inhabitants.

	Plants Set Mini Poster
8 ½ X 11
	Galls – What makes them?  Spring wildflowers; Itching to Know About Poison Ivy; How a Tree Shows its’ Age; Mushrooms – To Eat or Not to Eat?

	Mammals Set Mini Poster
8 ½ X 11
	Do raccoons really wash their food?; Learn about chipmunk’s chubby cheeks; How do muskrats stay warm and dry; Fun facts about the skunk; be a chemical warfare expert; step into the safe home of the beaver.
These posters answer questions while introducing pertinent facts about animal/plant concepts.  Each set includes 5 different posters and informational sheets.  Provides additional material with questions to stimulate class discussion.


**Extra information and copier-friendly classroom activities and worksheets printed on the back.
Kits/Activity Sheets – Available for Loan
	Title
	Description

	Activity Books:

Birds; Mammals; Pond Life

Seashore


	Each book features 64 pages of reproducible activities relating to nature study.  Contents feature more than 16 types of educational games that highlight each topic.  Ages 5 and up.  (8 ½ X 11)

Free educational games are featured on the following Waterford Press website:  www.waterfordpress.com

	Backyard Wildlife Habitat Kit
	Learn the value of native wildlife.  Set-up a wildlife habitat at your school or in your yard.

	How a Tree Grows Kit
Grades 4-12.
	Using actual tree plants, students will learn about chlorophyll, photosynthesis, water absorption and transpiration.  Kit includes 21 tree plants, roots, stems, leaves, bark and cross sections.  Teacher’s guide and 5 magnifying glasses included.  

	Leaf and Seed Game Kit
Grades K-6
	Introduces students to the essential science skills of acquiring, observing, predicting, classifying and analyzing data.  Contains 20 leaf specimens; 20 seed specimens and instructions for 8 games.

	What Crop Is It Kit
Grades 1-12.
	Students will learn to distinguish between different crops, know the history of these crops, how they grow, where they grow, what products are derived from these crops and the nutritional value of these products before and after processing.  Teacher’s guide with 8 lesson plans and 8 classroom activities; 10 dried and preserved crop specimens and 10 products derived from these crops.


Equipment & Additional Resources – Available for Loan
	Item
	Description

	100 Piece Rock & Mineral Set
12” X 20” Case
	From agate to vermiculite, there are 100 specimens from around the world.  A great aid in identifying rare rocks and minerals.

	Double Lens Loupe (Magnifying Glasses)

	A doublet lens magnifier in heavy plastic.  Two 5x lenses can be doubled to 10x.

	Enviroscape Models:
· Groundwater Unit

· Hazardous Waste Unit

· Landfill Unit

· Non-point Source Pollution Unit
	Unique demonstrational models.  The Hazardous Waste Model shows the effects of hazardous waste in our community.  Hazardous conditions are “created” and students learn the effect on the environment and steps to take to remedy the situation.  All models come with a video for set-up and delivery methods and follow-up.  Great for classroom demonstrations.
All Ages

	Leaf Pack
	A stream ecology kit provides the opportunity for hands-on experimentation for students. 

	Tree Rings                                   
	A 2 ½” to 3 ½” slice of pine mounted on a sturdy card with a detailed description on how to read tree rings printed on the back.

	Water Testing Kits


	· LaMotte

       Includes: Nitrate; Iron in Water; Dissolved Oxygen; Wide Range pH; Chloride and Conductivity Kits, thermometer, 60 ml conductivity standard, dishpan, fish nets and a stream invertebrate kit. 

· Healthy Water, Healthy People, Rivers, Streams, Ponds and Lakes Testing Kit


Activities Sheets/Games

	Title
	Description

	Animal Activity Worksheets

Grades 3-4  OR  Grades 5-8
	Learn more about bats, frogs, fish, endangered species and predators.  Each set includes 10 reproducible activity sheets which use spelling, math, reading, science and art skills.
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